HENRY    VIII

as Henry and his three children were available, England
would tolerate no one else on the throne is eloquent testi-
mony to the impress he made on the minds of his people;
so, too, was Elizabeth's public avowal at her accession that
she intended to follow in his footsteps. Phrases like Crom-
well's and Warwick's, which passed from mouth to mouth,
to the effect that he was " the light of all the kings and
princes in Christendom " and " the father of wisdom of all
the world " may properly be discounted, though they were
amplified by an Italian after Henry's death. But critical
ambassadors at his court were hardly less emphatic: " he
has no respect or fear," writes Charles V's, " for anyone in
the world "; and, while Francis I's remarks that " this
King, as all the world knows, is far from reckless," he adds,
cc when he decides on anything he goes the whole length."
But the most remarkable testimony comes from Cardinal
Pole, who had more reason than any other living man to
loathe Henry VIII on personal, political, and religious
grounds; for the King had proscribed the Cardinal, executed
his mother and his brother, and extirpated the papal
jurisdiction to which the Cardinal was heart and soul
devoted. Yet, says Pole, writing from Rome to Protector
Somerset two years after Henry's death, " he was the greatest
King who ever ruled that realm."
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